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FERRY RIDERSHIP
Information provided by

Marsha Walker
email:  walkeMa@wsdot.wa.gov

Web site:  www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/traffi c_stats/
Washington State Ferries Planning Department

(206) 515-3490
fax, (206) 515-3499

Bainbridge Island Ferry Run is Most Used:
Kitsap County is serviced by four major ferry runs, the Bainbridge Island-Seattle run, the 
Kingston-Edmonds run, the Bremerton-Seattle run and the Southworth-Vashon Island-
Fauntleroy (Port Orchard-Seattle) run.  The Bainbridge Island-Seattle ferry run continues 
to carry the most riders  (see TABLE #1).  Almost 40% of all ferry riders rode the Bainbridge 
Island-Seattle route.  The next most used route in 2004 was the Kingston-Edmonds run with 
26.9% of the riders.  The Southworth-Vashon Island-Fauntleroy ferry run had 19.5% of the 
riders and the Bremerton-Seattle ferry run carried 14.5% of the riders.

TABLE 1

TABLE 2
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TABLE 2

Notes A/B:  WSF Passenger-Only Ferries were discontinued in 2004.  
Column A is comparing the total of large ferries and passenger-only 
ferries (a loss of -10.4% in total Bremerton-Seattle Ridership.  Column B 
is comparing just the larger ferry ridership of 2003 to 2004, which shows 
a gain of +7.7%.

http://www.kccha.com/Trends/04Fall/04Ftoc.htm
mailto:walkeMa@wsdot.wa.gov
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/traffic_stats/


70

KITSAP COUNTY

TRENDS R E P O R T F A L L 2 0 0 4 / W I N T E R  2 0 0 5  •   V O L U M E  XXIV

FERRY RIDERSHIP (CONTINUED)
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9.891
4.112
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4.853,1
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3002rofslatoT 8.946,2 3.424,4 5.315,6 6.041,3 2.287,61

4002rofslatoT 1.573,2 9.114,4 7.434,6 7.902,3 4.134,61

ecnereffiD %4.01- %3.0- %2.1- %2.2+ %7.1-

TABLE 3

All Ferry Runs But Southworth Lost Riders from 2003 to 2004:
A 20-percent ferry fare increase, which occurred June 3, 2001, continues to affect the ridership 
statistics of all of the ferry runs to and from Kitsap County (see TABLE #2).  Ridership for 
the Bremerton-Seattle route lost the most riders, if you compare last year’s total ridership 
fi gure (large ferries and passenger-only ferries).  But, when you compare the total ridership 
of the large ferries in 2003 to 2004, you see that the Bremerton-Seattle Run experienced the 
largest gain (+7.7%).  The Kingston-Seattle run was almost exactly the same as last year with 
just a slight decrease of -0.3% in ridership.  The Bainbridge Island-Seattle run experienced 
the largest drop, but that was still only a drop of -1.2% in ridership.

More Ferry Riders During Summer Months:
The ferry ridership for all four ferry runs is always higher during the summer months, 
Quarters ending in June and September (see TABLE #3).  Ridership was down almost 2% 
for all Kitsap routes from 2003 to 2004.

Ferry Ridership in the 1990s Showed an Increase of 34% Over the 1980s:
For the decade as a whole, ferry ridership in the 1990s surpassed 214 million riders in the 
Puget Sound area.  This is a 34% increase over ferry ridership in the 1980s.  Two major 
cross-Sound routes, Bainbridge Island-Seattle (72% increase) and Kingston-Edmonds (33% 
increase), experienced the greatest increases during the decade.  If the current trend continues 
of only 17.9 million riders/year, this next decade would show only about 180 million riders 
total (a decrease of about 16% when compared to the 1990’s).  Time will tell.

http://www.kccha.com/Trends/04Fall/04Ftoc.htm



