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POPULATION TRENDS
Data Obtained from

Washington State Offi ce of Financial Management
Web Site:  www.ofm.wa.gov

Kitsap County Population Estimated Gain of 2,500 in 2004:
The 2,500 population gain for 2004 in Kitsap County was due largely to an infl ux of people 
moving into the unincorporated areas of the county.  Usually, the growth has been into the 
cities.  In fact, the city of Bremerton experienced a decrease in population of 1,210 people 
(-3.12%).  Poulsbo experienced the highest percentage gain of +2.71%.  Bainbridge Island and 
Port Orchard experienced about the same growth of +1.92% and +1.90% respectively.  The 
unincorporated areas experienced the largest number of people gain, but the percentage of 
gain was just +1.82%.  Bremerton lost -3.12% of its population.  That will probably change 
by 2005 year end due to people moving into the new condominiums on the Bremerton 
waterfront.

Largest City in Kitsap County is Bremerton:
The city of Bremerton had an estimated year-end population of 37,520.  Bainbridge Island 
is the second largest city with a population of 21,760.  Port Orchard had an estimated year-
end population of 8,060 and Poulsbo had a population of 7,200.
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POPULATION TRENDS (CONTINUED)
Historical Population Trends:
Kitsap County ranks 17th out of 39 counties in the State as the fastest (percentage) growing 
from 1990-2000.  During the 20-year period of 1970 to 1990, Kitsap County’s population 
grew from 101,732 to 189,731, an increase of 87%, representing 88,000 people.  By compari-
son, the state population grew by 42.6% over the same period.  In the last ten years (1990 
to 2000), Kitsap County grew by 22%.  The state population grew by 21% during the same 
ten-year period.

Older Population Percentage Same as Ten Years Ago:
Kitsap population aged 65 and over was 10.6% in 1990 and it increased only slightly to 10.9% 
in 2004.  This is less than the state average of 11.3%.  Only nine of the 39 Washington State 
counties have smaller 65 and over populations than Kitsap County.  Seven Washington State 
counties register over 19.8% of their populations are 65 years old and over.

Armed Forces Personnel in Kitsap County:
Although Armed Forces personnel population has been reduced in other parts of Washington 
State, Kitsap County has maintained a fairly steady military population.  In this last report, 
the Washington State Offi ce of Financial Management changed the way they were counting 
Navy personnel.  They are only counting personnel at their “home port” area.
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POPULATION TRENDS (CONTINUED)
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Kitsap County Population Density is 2nd Highest out of 39 Counties in the State:
Although the general appearance of Kitsap County seems “rural” due to the vistas of water, 
mountains and trees, it is, in fact, the second most dense county in the state of Washington, 
second only to King County.
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Kitsap County Median Household Income Ranks 7th out of 39 Counties in the State:
Kitsap County enjoys a relative high Median Household Income compared to the majority 
of Washington state counties.  It ranks 7th out of the 39 counties.  King County enjoys the 
highest Median Household Income ($61,465).  Kitsap County’s Median Household Income 
of $49,676 is less than the state average of $51,762.
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