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KITSAP COUNTY

TRENDS

BREMERTON/KITSAP EMPLOYMENT

Non-Agricultural Employment Increased by 200 from December 1997 to December 1998,
an increase of 0.28%.  Employment categories that experienced increases were:  Manufac-
turing, Construction, Transportation/Public Utilities, Finance/Insurance/Real Estate and
Services.  Employment categories that experienced decreases were:  Mining/Misc., Whole-
sale/Retail Trade and Government.
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KITSAP COUNTY

TRENDS

BREMERTON/KITSAP EMPLOYMENT (CONTINUED)

Slow but Steady Employment Growth:

The graph below illustrates annual Kitsap County  non-agricultural employment levels
from 1980 to 1998.  Annual growth in non-agricultural employment has been gradual but
steadily uphill.

Department of Defense Civilian Employment:

The effect of military downsizing has had a big impact on civilian employment over the
years.  From it’s most recent peak of over 22,500 jobs in 1993 and 1994, Kitsap County has
lost some 8,144 jobs and in the past year employment has declined by 1,647.
Unemployment Rate in Kitsap County at 4.3% (November 1999):

40,000

45,000

50,000

55,000

60,000

65,000

70,000

75,000

19981995199019851980

BREMERTON-KITSAP COUNTY

PRIMARY METROPOLITAN SERVICE AREA (PMSA)

NON-AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT

46
,0

40

52
,8

70

65
,1

00 69
,0

00 72
,6

00

D FOTNEMTRAPE D ESNEFE C NAILIVI E TNEMYOLPM T SDNER

8891 2991 3991 5991 6991 7991 8991 9991

draypihSlavaNdnuoSteguP

rognaBesaBenirambuSlavaN

retneCeraferaWaesrednUlavaN

latipsoHlavaNnotremerB

retneCylppuSlairtsudnIteelF

007,11

036,2

742,3

-

056

542,21

708,4

263,4

434

007

045,21

677,4

452,4

954

484

332,01

467,4

976,3

992

484

026,9

587,3

378,2

905

206

932,9

000,5

059,1

254

756

494,8

000,5

054,1

743

067

491,8

008,3

093,1

063

006

LATOT 722,81 845,22 315,22 954,91 983,71 892,71 150,61 404,41

22



R E P O R T   •   S P R I N G  2 0 0 0   •   V O L U M E  XVI

KITSAP COUNTY
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BREMERTON/KITSAP EMPLOYMENT (CONTINUED)

Unemployment Rate in Kitsap County at 4.3% (November 1999):

Washington’s unemployment rate was 4.0% as of November 1999, underscoring very tight
labor markets in many parts of the state.  Unemployment in Kitsap County was 4.3%.

In Kitsap, 4,000 residents out of a total labor force of 92,200 were unemployed.  Seasonal
cutbacks take place in many resource-based industries, construction and tourism, as fall
weather set in.  However, this year the seasonal pull-back was less than normal.  Total non-
farm wage and salary employment increased by 10,800 workers, far ahead of the 7,700
increase in November 1998.

Wholesale and retail trade were particularly strong, with pre-Christmas hiring of 8,700
people, according to the Washington State Employment Security Department.  Seasonal
hiring in public and private education added 6,700 workers, and gains also were posted in
business services and health care.  Construction employment dropped 4,700, manufactur-
ing payrolls fell 3,300 and jobs in aircraft and parts dropped 800.  Lodging, amusement and
eating places also posted losses.  The Seattle-Bellevue-Everett area had an unemployment
rate of only 2.9 percent for November 1999.

By
Washington State Labor Market & Economic Analysis Branch
Web Site:  www.wa.gov/esd/lmea
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